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CARIF Marks 10 Years with Renewed Push to
Turn Caribbean Ambition into Action

Miami, Florida, 15 September 2026 — A decade after regional and global leaders first came
together to advance the Caribbean’s infrastructure agenda, the Caribbean Infrastructure
Forum (CARIF) has opened its milestone 10th edition in Miami with a renewed push to turn
the region’s ambitious plans into financed, sustainable projects.

For CIBC Caribbean, which has supported CARIF since its inception in 2016, the 10th
anniversary is both a celebration of the forum’s evolution, and an opportunity to push the
regional infrastructure conversation from identifying needs to mobilizing capital and getting
projects done. The bank returns alongside KPMG as co-title sponsor of the forum hosted by
New Energy Events at the Ritz-Carlton Coconut Grove.

Opening CARIF 2026, CIBC Caribbean Chief Country and Commercial Officer, Donna
Wellington, reflected on the forum’s growth into one of the region’s foremost meeting places
for the public and private sectors.

“Ten years of hosting CARIF is no small achievement. Over the past decade, this forum has
evolved into one of the Caribbean's foremost platforms for networking and dialogue, leading
to partnerships, and most importantly, action,” Wellington said.

CARIF brings policymakers, private sector leaders, regulators, financiers, engineers,
economists, innovators, and entrepreneurs into the same space to confront challenges
ranging from climate resilience and energy security to transportation, digital connectivity,
tourism development, and investment mobilization.

Wellington added that the region is now at a critical point, and other critical assets required for
sustainable growth will depend on the Caribbean’s ability to mobilize capital and execute
viable projects.

“We in the Caribbean have never lacked vision. Where we have consistently stumbled is in its
execution. As we gather here over the next two days, let us move beyond discussing
possibilities and focus on delivering projects. Let us turn plans into partnerships and
partnerships into investments in our region,” she said.

Wellington also underscored the wider impact of infrastructure investment, noting that its value
extends well beyond the physical assets being financed and built.

“At our bank, we have long understood that infrastructural investment is not merely about
roads, airports, ports, hotels, power plants, or telecommunication networks. It's also about
creating pathways to economic growth, improving competitiveness, strengthening resilience,
and enhancing the quality of life for our people,” she said.

Wellington also stressed that achieving development will require collaboration beyond
governments.



“The scale of the challenge demands collaboration among governments, multilateral
institutions, private investors, pension funds, commercial banks, infrastructure developers,
technology providers, and local entrepreneurs,” she said.

As CARIF enters its second decade, Wellington challenged delegates to ensure the
conversations and connections made at the forum translate into tangible progress for the
region.

“The decisions we make today will determine whether future generations inherit a region
constrained by vulnerability or empowered by resilience, innovation, and sustainable growth.
At CIBC Caribbean, we remain committed to being a trusted partner in that journey towards a
stronger, greener, and more prosperous Caribbean.”

Ends

Standing from left are CIBC Caribbean Chief Country and Commercial Officer, Donna Wellington, Shemelle
Capron of Pelican Energy, and CIBC Caribbean Senior Director and Head of Corporate Banking and Sustainable
Finance, Kemar Polius.




CIBC Caribbean Director of Corporate Banking for Jamaica, Barrington Watson, chaired the first day of CARIF
2026.

CIBC Caribbean Chief Country and Commercial Officer, Donna Wellington, opens CARIF 2026.

CIBC Caribbean

CIBC Caribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial services
through our Corporate Banking, Personal and Business Banking and Private Wealth
segments. We are located in ten (10) countries around the Caribbean, providing banking
services through approximately 2,700 employees in 41 branches and offices. We are one of
the largest regionally listed financial services institutions in the English-speaking Caribbean,
with US$13 billion in assets and market capitalization of US$1.7 billion. We also have a
representative office in Hong Kong that provides business development and relationship
management for our fund administration. The face of banking is changing throughout the
world, and CIBC Caribbean intends to lead these changes with the expertise, integrity and
knowledge gained from banking in the Caribbean since 1836.

Ongoing news releases and more information about CIBC Caribbean can be found at
https://www.cibccaribbean.com/about-us/media-centre

CIBC is a leading North American financial institution with 14 million personal banking,
business, public sector and institutional clients. Across Personal and Business Banking,
Commercial Banking and Wealth Management, and Capital Markets, CIBC offers a full range
of advice, solutions and services through its leading digital banking network, and locations
across Canada, in the United States and around the world. Ongoing news releases and more
information about CIBC can be found at www.cibc.com/ca/media-centre.
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For more information about CIBC Caribbean, visit www.cibccaribbean.com , Facebook, X ,
LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube.
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