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CIBC Caribbean Tops US$820 Million in Sustainable Finance Initiatives

Miami, Florida, 15 September 2026 - CIBC Caribbean has arranged or invested
approximately US$820 million in sustainable finance initiatives and financed more than 213
megawatts of clean energy assets across the Caribbean and Central America, as the bank
continues to channel financing into projects aimed at transforming regional economies and
strengthening resilience.

These figures were recently highlighted by CIBC Caribbean Chief Country and Commercial
Officer, Donna Wellington, during the 10th Caribbean Infrastructure Forum (CARIF) in Miami,
where regional leaders, financiers, investors, and development partners are examining how
the Caribbean can mobilize the capital needed to deliver critical infrastructure.

Wellington said the bank’s sustainable infrastructure and renewable energy financing reflects
a broader understanding of what infrastructure investment can deliver for Caribbean
economies.

Among the landmark initiatives supported by CIBC Caribbean are large-scale renewable
energy projects in Curacao, Jamaica and the Cayman Islands, as well as projects on other
islands aimed at reducing dependence on imported fossil fuels while expanding access to
cleaner and more affordable energy.

The bank’s financing of wind and solar projects across the region has contributed to lower
carbon emissions, improved energy security, grid resilience, job creation, and foreign
exchange savings. The investment comes as energy security assumes increasing importance
for Caribbean economies.

“We focus on renewable energy because energy security is national security. This is why
investments in renewable energy, battery storage, resilient electricity grids, energy efficiency,
and emerging clean technology are no longer optional, but are essential,” Wellington said.

CIBC Caribbean has also played a leading role in innovative climate and conservation
financing, including groundbreaking blue finance solutions.

In Barbados, the bank served as a lead arranger of debt-for-nature and debt-for-climate swaps
designed to generate more than US$144 million in fiscal savings for the Government of
Barbados. The resources have been directed towards critical investments in water security,
modernization of the sewage system, coastal resilience, and marine ecosystem protection.

Wellington described the transaction as an example of how financial innovation can create
room for sustainable development while strengthening a country’s fiscal position.

The bank is now pursuing another major financing initiative in Barbados. In partnership with
Bank of Nova Scotia, CIBC Caribbean will support healthcare challenges through a soon to
be concluded BDS$1.2 billion debt-for-social swap, Wellington told CARIF delegates.



Across its 10-island footprint, the bank also continues to support healthcare, tourism, and
infrastructure projects.

“These projects demonstrate a simple but powerful truth: strategic infrastructure investment
delivers returns that multiply. It attracts private capital, creates jobs, improves productivity,
builds resilience, and strengthens national competitiveness,” Wellington said.

She noted, however, that the scale of the Caribbean’s infrastructure needs means financing
cannot come from any one source. Governments, multilateral institutions, commercial banks,
private investors, pension funds, developers, technology providers and entrepreneurs will all
have roles to play in closing the financing gap.

‘It demands innovative financial structures, regulatory certainty, bankable projects, and
courage to invest for future generations,” Wellington said.

CIBC Caribbean is co-title sponsor, alongside KPMG, of CARIF 2026, the milestone 10th
edition of the Caribbean Infrastructure Forum. The bank has been a major sponsor of CARIF
since the event’s inception in 2016.

Ends

At the far left is CIBC Caribbean Senior Director and Head of Corporate Banking and Sustainable Finance, Kemar
Polius. CIBC Caribbean Chief Country and Commercial Officer, Donna Wellington, is seated next beside Prime
Minister of Jamaica, Dr. The Most Honorable Andrew M. Holness. At the right is Minster of Water, Environment

and Climate Change for Jamaica, The Hon. Matthew Samuda.



CIBC Caribbean Chief Country and Commercial Officer, Donna Wellington, greets Shemelle Capron of Pelican
Energy TCI.

CIBC Caribbean

CIBC Caribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial services
through our Corporate Banking, Personal and Business Banking and Private Wealth
segments. We are located in ten (10) countries around the Caribbean, providing banking
services through approximately 2,700 employees in 41 branches and offices. We are one of
the largest regionally listed financial services institutions in the English-speaking Caribbean,
with US$13 billion in assets and market capitalization of US$1.7 billion. We also have a
representative office in Hong Kong that provides business development and relationship
management for our fund administration. The face of banking is changing throughout the
world, and CIBC Caribbean intends to lead these changes with the expertise, integrity and
knowledge gained from banking in the Caribbean since 1836.

Ongoing news releases and more information about CIBC Caribbean can be found at
https://www.cibccaribbean.com/about-us/media-centre

CIBC is a leading North American financial institution with 14 million personal banking,
business, public sector and institutional clients. Across Personal and Business Banking,
Commercial Banking and Wealth Management, and Capital Markets, CIBC offers a full range
of advice, solutions and services through its leading digital banking network, and locations
across Canada, in the United States and around the world. Ongoing news releases and more
information about CIBC can be found at www.cibc.com/ca/media-centre.

For more information about CIBC Caribbean, visit www.cibccaribbean.com , Facebook, X ,
LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube.
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